




SOMALI REFUGEE FAMILIES
Mary’s Place is currently housing over 20 Somali 

refugee families who found themselves homeless soon after 
arriving in the United States. These families fled war-torn 
Somalia years ago and waited for many years in refugee 
camps in Ethiopia for a permanent home. These families 
are so thankful to be in the United States, but are struggling 
to afford rent and find jobs with limited English. We have 
been able to provide them shelter and we are working to 
connect them with opportunities for English classes, jobs, 
and housing. They are so thankful for Mary’s Place and for 
everything Mary Jo has done for them. We hope to continue 
to be a source of hope and welcome for refugee families.

This letter was written to us from one of the many 
concerned and helpful Somali community members who 
have stepped forward to help these Somali refugees:

GUTHRIE TRIPS
We have been blessed to be part of the Guthrie Theater’s 
Ticket Opportunity Program that allows us to offer tickets 
to fabulous performances for our youth and families for 
a deeply discounted price. Our Teen Mentoring group, 
the “Big Sisters”, have been able to attend a number of 
performances. This is a treat that they would normally never 
be able to afford and it introduces them to great theater. 
This past month we were able to take them out to eat before 
the show and the girls were so excited to be at a “sit-down” 
restaurant. Their only complaint was that they wished they 
could have brought their Mom’s along to enjoy it too!

Dear Mary Jo Copeland,
I brought two refugee families to you and you gave me such 
a strong feeling of hope. I know that you take good care of 
them. I know many people who live at Mary’s Place and it 
is wonderful and clean. Your love and the safety that you 
provide there helps to promote growth and love. You are like 
a parent to so many people. On Thursdays when you meet 
with everyone, your care for the children is truly inspiring. 
Your website says that 93% of the money that comes to your 
organization goes straight to people that need it, and that 
really shows how you value the needs of all.
As an immigrant, you helped me so much and I know you 
will help other people that come to the United States and who 
need help. You help to make Minnesota a better place.
You’re caring and love has been an inspiration to me and so 
many others. Not only do you care for people, but you treat 
everyone with respect. Many other people and organizations 
help others with a feeling of superiority, but you truly 
respect and treat everyone as equals. This is something quite 
admirable that I hope we can all strive for a little bit more. 
Thank you so much for everything you have done for me and 
everything you continue to do.
Love,    Lela

ONGOING NEEDS
Do you have any of the following items at home that 

you are not using?  Would you be willing to purchase some 
items you find on a good deal?  Maybe you could sponsor a 
drive at your church, school, or business to collect some of 
these much-needed items.

FOOD for new families at Mary’s Place and for others •	
who access our Food Shelf.  The items most needed are 
things like cereal, pasta and sauce, peanut butter, tuna, 
fruit, vegetables, boxed dinners, soups, and juices.

HYGIENE items such as soap, deodorant, toothpaste, •	
shampoo, and especially DIAPERS (larger sizes in 
particular)

HOUSEHOLD items (used or new) dishes, pots and •	
pans, glasses, silverware, towels, sheets, blankets, 
pillows, and small appliances

CLOTHING (new or used) men’s, women’s and kid’s•	

STROLLERS in good working condition•	

“’Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and wel-
come you, or naked and clothe you?  When did we see you ill 
or in prison, and visit you?’
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Sharing & Caring Hands Financial Highlights
Fiscal year January 1, 2010 – December 31, 2010

SUPPORT & REVENUE:
Contributions			   $4,292,605			   2010 Expenditures
In-Kind Contributions		  $1,717,229			   For the year Ended December 31
Interest and dividend income	 $    51,412
Total Support & Revenue		 $6,061,246

EXPENSES:
Program Services			   $5,431,007
Management & General		  $  184,004
Fundraising			   $  250,616
Total Expenses			   $5,865,627

NET ASSETS – end of year	 $18,807,098				    Program Services - 93%
	 (Mostly land and buildings)						      Management & Fundraising - 7%

93% of all the money spent goes to the needs of the poor, and only 7% is used for management and fundraising.

Your generosity continues to ensure that Sharing & Caring Hands will be able to meet the needs of the poor. Sharing & 
Caring Hands does not charge any fees for services and does not receive Government or United Way funding. We rely solely on 
your donations to fund this unique community outreach to people in need. We like to think of Sharing & Caring Hands as your 
personal outreach to the poor and homeless. Again this year, God has blessed this outreach by providing the support needed to 
meet the ever-increasing needs. During the current tough economic times, the number of people and their needs increase, please 
continue your generous giving to meet the needs of the children, the poor, and the homeless. May God bless you all.

93% 7%

DID YOU KNOW…
Sharing & Caring Hands provides services for over 240,000 •	
people each year. We provide for emergency needs and 
provide support so those individuals can become stable 
long-term.
Mary’s Place gave shelter to over 400 families with children •	
last year.
Mary’s Place currently has 385 children and 130 adults •	
living in our 92-apartment unit complex. Families work 
closely with an advocate to help find stable housing and 
resources.
We paid for over 19,000 nights of shelter last year •	
for single men and women with nowhere to go. 

Our shower facility was used approximately 10,000 times •	
last year by people who had no other access to bathing 
facilities.
We provided eye glass vouchers for close to 1,000 •	
individuals who had no other way to get proper glasses. 
Many of these individuals are students referred by social 
workers at area schools.
We delivered over 2,000 beds for people who would •	
otherwise be sleeping on the floor.
Over 375,000 pounds of food are given out each year to •	
the hungy.

“If you see something that needs to be changed, change it. If you see someone that needs to be helped, help 
them. If you see something that needs to be done, do it. Be Jesus’ hands, His heart, His feet and His mouth”
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ARCHBISHOP NIENSTEDT VISITS
We had the great pleasure of having Archbishop Nienstedt 
visit the children at Mary’s Place this spring for one of 
our Thursday Meetings. He said a blessing over all of our 
families and then stayed to listen to what each child wanted 
to be when they grow up. It has been an ongoing tradition 
that at our Thursday meetings the children line up to tell 
Mary Jo what they will be someday. Many of them want to 
be doctors, teachers, police officers, or fire-fighters, and we 
get the occasional butterfly or princess. The children were 
excited to be able to share their dreams with the Archbishop 
and we are grateful that he took the time to listen.

SUMMER FUN
The children at Mary’s Place are enjoying a wonderful 
summer, thanks to the many volunteers and donors that 
help us provide great programs and opportunities for them. 
We have many groups who volunteer their time in the 
Playroom, or in the Reading Program, and the children also 
participate in our Teen Center, Children’s Center, field trips, 
carnivals, girls and boys groups, and many other structured 
and productive programs. Summer can be a challenging time 
for at-risk youth with too much free time and not enough 
positive role-modeling and structure. Mary’s Place is such a 
blessing for these children and the programs not only bring 
them joy, but help them stay on a positive path in life.

EASTER MEAL
The Starland Hutterite community from Gibbon, MN 

once again put on a delicious Easter meal for our guests.

STUFFED ANIMALS FROM GE CAPITAL
GE Capital brought stuffed animals down for the 

children at Mary’s Place. Having something to cuddle 
brightened their day.

“What is success? Success is remaining faithful to 
the will of God. What is the will of God? 

To love one another.”

AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING
This fall we will be offering our After-School Tutoring Program for the kids at Mary’s Place. We will need many tutors 

to come and help the children complete their homework. If you are interested in helping once per week contact Kathy at 
kklement@sharingandcaringhands.org or 612-328-0988. The hours for the program are:

Monday - Wednesday 4-6 pm, Thursdays 3-4 pm
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LETTERS FROM THE MAIL BAG

Dear Mary Jo,

I want to thank you for everything you did for me and my 
family during my stay at Mary’s Place. I move out with 
mixed feelings. I am happy to have my apartment, but feel 
sad because I am leaving you. I came to Mary’s Place with 
a feeling of hopelessness, not knowing what to do or where 
to start. Not only did you welcome and provide a safe and 
secure environment for my family, you and your staff restored 
my hope, encouraged and walked with me toward attaining 
my goals. You gave me the opportunity to save my money by 
not charging me any rent and through all the donations that 
are passed to the residents. Mary’s Place indeed is a place 
to rest one’s spirit. I am thankful to God for this singular 
opportunity of experiencing God’s loving care through you 
and your staff. I am thankful to all of you and wish you God’s 
abundant blessings. We love you and thank you.

			   From:
			   Salematou, formerly Room 244

Dear Mary Jo Copeland:

I was one of the adults who came with the St. Louis Park 
Junior High this past spring. I have been there many times 
and each time I am inspired and uplifted by your energy and 
mission in life. You are a living model for all of us. Thank 
you for letting us come.

			   Ms. Jackson

Though these letters are directed to Mary Jo and the staff, we share them with you to 
show the impact your love, generosity and caring love have on the lives of others.

Dear Mary Jo,
		
I want to thank you so much for helping us pay our water 
bill. We are both actively looking for work after being laid 
off. You answered our prayers. 

God bless you,
Karen

Thank you, Mary’s Place. Thank you for letting us come 
and play with you. Thanks for jumping in the moon jumper, 
we loved your energy and smiles! Thanks for coming to our 
carnival, we hope we can help/play again sometime.
		
		  Sincerely,
		  The students at Minnehaha Academy
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Dear Mary Jo,

Thank you for what you have done for us. We appreciate it. 
We thank you for giving us another chance. Thank you for 
the clothes. Our mom really likes it here. 

We love you,
			   Darren, Darrell, and Brisha
			 
I love you Mary Jo.
			   Julia (age 5) 

Sharing and Caring Hands
525 North 7th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55405

612-338-4640
v v v v v v v v v v

Business Hours:
M-Th: 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Sat.-Sun. 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
v v v v v v v

You can use your VISA or Mastercard
for donations to Sharing & Caring Hands

v v v v v v v v v

We also have the option of Electronic Funds Transfer
v v v v

Want to know more? Visit us on the Web!
www.sharingandcaringhands.org

You can donate to
Sharing & Caring Hands on-line.

Hi Mary-

I am a full-time student and I am unemployed right now. 
I and writing because I had the worst tooth ache I’ve ever 
had over the last 4 days. I applied for medical assistance 
weeks ago and it is still pending. Even the county hospital 
said I would need $50 for them to do it. I felt like dying. I 
remembered reading that you had a dentist so I figured I 
would try it. To my surprise there was a dentist there and it 
wasn’t a trick! He actually pulled my tooth. The whole time 
everyone was professional and didn’t treat me like an animal 
because I am poor. On behalf of the community I just wanna 
say thank you for all the work you do for everyone.
	
			   God bless,
			   Vincent

LETTERS FROM THE KIDS

Thank you, Mary Jo Copeland for sharing the video with us 
and the tour and the prayer. Thank you for letting us serve 
breakfast, sing the song, and stock shelves. I was one of the 
kids who was part of the St. Louis Park school that came in 
March.
			   Sincerely,
			   Zachary

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED
We’ll be collecting school supplies again this year to 
give to children in need. Items most needed are:

*Bottles of glue	 *Glue sticks	 *Markers
*Backpacks	 *Rulers		 *Calculators
*3-ring binders	 *Dictionaries	 *Pencil boxes
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addreSS ServiCe requeSted

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY

SH
ARING & CARING HANDS

End of the School Year Carnival

Summer Field Trip

Teen Mentoring Program

Summer Read Pizza Party

Relaxing in our Backyard

Minnesota Twins Hope Week

OUR SUMMER FUN!!!
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